Cost and performance of malaria sector: a case study at Malaria Sector 11, Tak Province, Thailand.
The objective of this study was to assess the cost and performance of each operational unit at the malaria sector level and to calculate the unit cost of each activity accordingly. Data were collected at Malaria Sector No.11 situated at the western border of Thailand with Myanmar during the fiscal year of 1995. The unit cost was calculated by dividing the total cost of each activity by its output using appropriate units of analysis. The result showed that 67% of the total cost of malaria sector was labor cost and 45% of the total cost was allocated to diagnosis and treatment activities. Unit cost in terms of cost/visit, cost/case found, cost/case of falciparum malaria treated, cost/case of vivax malaria treated, cost/house spray and cost/impregnated net were US$1.85, 8.21, 10.07, 8.46, 2.24 and 1.54 respectively. The results of this study will provide important information as to the best use of limited available resources to determine which activities should be stopped, continued, increased or decreased at the malaria sector level.